The Histery of the Jobn Robb Femily

"The d&ys of old to mind I called,
and oft did thick upon,
The times and apes thet ere paat,

Full many ¥e&rs ego.”

In the year 1723 [snhould be 1773 J.KE.R.) my father
aod grandfather left their home in Oetarere Creek near the
City of Lanesater to explore the wilds of Weatern Feon-
eylvenia. The céme to Fort Pitt about the first of Cotober
af that year and explored the ¢ountry up the Chartiers
Creek &nd was offered & tréet of land where the station
of Idlewocod, Crerfton &nd Ingram how stand, froom there to
Chertiers Creek, contsining 400 acres ror £1600 or four
dollars per aere., The ferm on whieh Mr. John Melasken
(Fohn ¥. Mackin} naw lives wez within its bourdary. However,
they thought the land too poor and they ceme out to the
nelighborhecd of MelDoneld but did not buy a8t thet time.

But in the year Collowins oy father moved the Hew, Mathew
Henderson to the forke of the Yough,

In order % irprove their Cinsncigl condltions they
looked ut & farm four ciles west of Pittsburgh now on the
Fepnsylvaple Railrosd fron Inerves to Idlewood, end down to
Chartiers Creek, conteinlng 400 wvores, They thought 1t too
poor but were offered it for rour dellérs per aore of £1G00
for the tract, They then ceme to the vieinity of MoDoneld
4nd looked Bt soversl farms. The farm on which the writer
lives plesaed them best. It was omned by Mr. Andrew Walker,
subaequently awoed by Xr, Samuel Cook of YelDonald and thay
were offercd 1t Tfor rive dollars per agre, but didn't but
8t thet tixe. Ly father the Tollowing yesr 1774 heuled
out the moving of Rev. Matthew Henderson near the forks of
the Tough. The people of this day will thiok there was not
zugh tYemperance in them deys, when I tell them that the old

Hov. put In the wegon & Tive gallon key af ¥hiskey. He anid




thet when they mot to the rforks 1t wuE a gellon short,

CENTENNTAL AT ROBINSCN RUM

I was not present at it on account aof & severe rein

in my laft ear and wea much diseppointed Tor two ressons, I
wanted to see old friepds =nd for ancther my rather 2nd mother
wiaz theres that duy one hundred years before, not in & merried
state, tut In 811 probability met for the first time in thers
Lives, &= my mother weuld in joking way say wheno we would be
tulklng gbout long or short marrisges that she wﬁulﬁlnut Eive
8 fig for o young cAn and young woman thet could not ceke &
burgein in seven months £z thet was the length of tice hep
and rather were meking their eourtshic. The centennlzl was on
the Bth déy of Oetober and they were married onm the 6%h of
May follewing, méking 7 months &nd all to two deva.

Willim Robb the eldest son of John Hobb mas one aof
the first elders of Robinscn Bun acngregetion end lived on &
ferm now o®ned by the MeDonald heirs, He moved to the neigh-
borhoed of Clinton and wes elected elder there. He then went
to Jervis und bought & farm and lived and died on it, He wmas
2lsg alected epd served ey &p elder under Dr. anderson in the
dgsociate Church. He merried Kiss Mary Relston, From this
union there was eleveo children, rise boys and six girtls. Kency
the eldest, married John Celeg. They nhed tmo children, Earbursa
apd Mery. EBoth died in infeney. Isevel ummarried. John
werried Mary Grahem. Ann Merried Andrew MeQlure, They hed four
coildren. ﬁilliaﬁ married Bslle Brunt &nd they had =iz
eblldren. Lettle married James Perk and they hed five children,
Jemes L. HRobb merricd Elizabeth Smith. They hoad alx children
Williem, Henry, Mark, Mary, ilbert spd Isabell. Joaeph dled

®when he was thirteen uprerried.,




John the second son merried Mliss Jabe Eelsd. From
this wnlon there were ften ehildred eight aonas end two doughters,
John, the eldest, married Miss E&ry Eelso. They had two socos
and tRo daﬁgntara, cie parried, the other nnmerried, George,
the seéeond soen, died unmerried. -]"E]:L-EI, the eldest Jdauchtar,
married Bamuel Boyd end hed three dagghters, Ope 4ied, the
other two married,

Baroera died unmarried. Ellzebeth died unmerried.
Willie= married Mizs Margeret Crockse. Elght children, fiwe
bays and three girls wea the reselt of this marrisge, Iszsabell
died in infépcy. Marx married Miass JEng Scott Dansldscn. The
result of thiz marriage was four boys, J. &5. Robb, indrew Do
Hevpw, J. K. Hobb and Jemes MeB. Bobb, James, third son of John
Robb, 3r. married Eiss Blizsbeth Eelso, They hed four children
three boys =nd one daughter. He was ons of the elders ¢f the
Fabinson Church.

apndrew Robk, the rourth son of John RHobb, S,

Jimea Little married I=abell Robk. The froits of
this marriage wag nine ehlldren, [ive boys end four girls. Johb
mearried Margery Sturgedn; no childreo. ELlzabeth dled in vouth;
no children, JIsabell died unmarrised. [Hénecy marrised; no children.
Jene married; cne scn. James married; nine children, seven
glrla &nd iwo boya., OCGruandeohildren; Jene flve children, thres
glrla and two boys. Iaabell fiwa, thres glrla, two boys,
Yergoret five boys, Cour glrls. Katilds, Tour children,
ons boy, three glrla. &Gamuel, five boya. LHery, seven
anrlldren, thres boys end four 2iris. Sereh, be childrfeh.
harthsé one boy, Micheolas, uomarried. Joseph, two boys,
Samuel C. Robb died in youbh. James &, Married, two boys,
James ~, &nd Zdward C, end thres girls, Hettie K., Sadie 3,
2nd Clara R, Devid merried, bed four children, James little
gnd Isabell's children nltogether, 9 children, 16 grand-

ehildren, 46 grandenildren, in all Tl.




The Hiatory of the John Robb Femily

The Grepdfather of the writsr of thls sketeh, John
Aobb, sen., emégrated from County Down, Irelsnd, e2rly in the
geventsonth century =nd settled on Qoterera Creek near where the
City of Langaster now stends where he bought & fArm &nd clesred
it of and merriecd & Migs Barbers Moknight. From thls union there
¥ez boro fen children eight sonc &and two deughters, Thelr nomes
were Williez, John, Jemes, Andrew, David, Joseph, Samuel and Mosas
the girla Isebella & Waney, They were 21l conneoted with the Re-
formed Presbeteryan Chursh & remsrricd iz thet econnectlon until
apont seventeen hundred & sevent eicght, But during this time
they ned removed to the farm on which the writer owne & poart, one
mile Horth of VMcDoneld S+, on the Fanhendle R. R.

In the yeaT seventsen nundred & seventy threse cy Father
& Grend Fethier in Oetober left Léncester County & came West To ex-
plore the western wilds of Feonsylvenlsa, They cams to Flttsburgh
whleh wae then & szell villege. After staving o Ffew dayes in Fltts=
burgh they csme west eboygt four milea to whele Ingray Staticn 1=
on the Paaghendle R,HE, They ware offered Cour hundred acres, It
lay from Ingrez down to Chertiers Creek up the Creek to Idlevwsod
Station cont2ining anout 400 acres & 1s now ewned by Mr. John
MeMacen & others. Ly Son James Meob. Robb while working in the
Frothonatéry's office l&at winter examining the documenta inm &
sult petween bir, Eohacan vnd others found thls same Lrocet ¢ontaln-
ing 380 eeres with allowsnes of six per cent for Roads. They did
oot buy but ceme to wheTe the St. of Melonald new atands. Thew
mere told that Kr. Andrew Welker whleh owned a f&rm @bout one
mile & & Belr sauth of Meloneld end which was subssguently ownsd
by kr. 5. H.o Co&ck, Esg. of MeDoneld, Y¥Nr, Yalker owned the ferm
on whick the writer lives and which they were direqted to look at,.
It plesssed them well but did not purchiass 2% thet tine.

Then in 1795 {beliesva this showld be 1775 JER.] my Father
moved Hev, Mathew Henderson fruc Lencester County to the Fork of

Tough, Think there wis ome or two of hiz =ocns 2loos 2nd when




they were about to state the Revd. I suppose woa afrmid there
would be some of the adrdents in the Bagkwoods ond he slipped a
five gallon keg of 1% into the wagon. But when 1t got to Fork
Thers wEs one gallon lost the Keg ned elther ledked or the
bad Boys had found & hole whers they could get it out but if
the 0ld Revd. didn't get the Whiskey he got the money for it
4z he pade the Boys pay for theilr fun.

fWhen in the rall of 74 they moved from Lonesster to
Western Pennaylvénia, & bought the ferm from Mr, Welker for Five
dollars per aer<e T be pald 1o the eurreney of the century.
There was nine wserea of Hye sowed on the farm and I heaprd my
Father say 1r they had thrashed the Rye and sold 1%, i% would haove
paid lor the place containing 33T seros. % wos the time o' the
Depreciation the the Contenentel Meoer when 1t would take from
fwenty to thirty dellars of 1t to buy B Bushel of Rye & from 40
o LTty dollars to buy 4 Bushel of Waeat. But my Crapdfather
mould not take the edventepge of Mr. Welker. He peid him in the
e2me ¢odn he got for hiz own in gold and silver. It seemz %o
me thet there wus more honesty between men in those days theno
thera is rot, There 15 but few men now but would heve talken tha
gfdventage of him. The Indisans troubled them there for thres or
Tour years after they came. There werc four men killed on =
ferm on which Mark Robb now leves in Horth Fayette township,
allegheny Co., 2npd in the summer $emscn $ill late in the rall, They
&lways went to the 5tste of Thic in the winter season. I héve
heard my Father say 2bouf the time whepn they were cutting thelr
griain they had to kesp one men to stepd contry while the others
eut the graéin, On the farm on which the late Joseph Wallace
Lived there wes siz of them out five ecres of Bye from supper time
and was ¢n thers horses before sondown & Firth men atayed ué
centry. Thess were times that tried men's scles & here let me
tell you & 1little ipoident that héppened with hidself. Thay
rorted 2% Jemes Little's about one mile Horth of Venice wshich

was four milss from the farm. One evening lata im the fall the
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Indi#tna h&d principally lert. OGCrand Father & Father was &t
wirtk on the f2rm & in the eaveninpg father ssld to Grand Father
that he did not think there was eoy fe2r of the Indiens thzet he
thought they were all gone & that he had & mind to satay 2t Lhe
cabin that it was so fer to go to the Fort &md ftook up =o much
tize in geing beck and forth thet he wculd stay in the cebin
till merning. OGrapdfether told him he could do &3 he plesaed
ao he weakt o the cabln got to bed & slept t1ll about twelve
o'cloek soundly. But wes waked wp very quickly rrom the
rettling of the cowbell & the Horse Bell [they had to keep them
both belled to Tind them 1o the morning) The Horses & Cows
knew far better then the pecpls did when the Indisns were
about, They s=elled them when thery were within & mile of them,
Thet nigh% he said the Dog began to gZrowl & walk ebout throush
theo House & Horse & Cow Dells begen to rattle at 2 fearful
rate, He anld he got up. Toerc was & little fire in the
chimney. Heé laoked &t hiz gop & found 1t =11 right. He s=21d
there was a hole in esch =1de the cabin about the sige af =
bight of gleszs 8x10 and he 38% on %the bed side and logked at
these neles till morniog. By the morning be aaid he had hesrd
sgme s&y the best muy wos to throw the [oor mide cpen end ater
to one =side & i7 thers wes @ny Indiena about they would shoot i:.
He dome 80 but there weés nothing hanopensd, Then he walked Test
out intc the cornrlield zboul fiftecen Hods, but there mua nothing
heprened & hie s&id he went to work but he 4id not stay in the
cabin any =zore by himsell. He s8id the Indisns & them weTe omn
the pluce together at the stme tize thet they hed seen whers they
had meds a Wiperstick oot more thom 200 yards from where they
were At work & cften times they h2d seen them con the pleee,

It geems to me the people of thove times got hardened.
They would heave there Weddlngs & fiddle & dénce and have & good
old time of 1t the more., They did go to see thelr girls with
their Leatheraprens on, But young ladies don't turn up your

neses @t your Grand Mothers & mothers, the more they did recelve




their Boys in their Leatheraprons. They were & noble Tace of
womett, They were roel helpmates for their Husbinds. But you
®lll oo doubt ask and whet 15 & Leoather Aprom. Well 1t is noth=
ing more por less than @ shesp sk, tened. 3eme of them if they
wented something grand they wowld heve them d4ied with poek ber-
Ties red, Then they have had thex out in acsllops & bound with
laee of different colora & wos very feamey. But &4 Leather épron
wWas A very Hecessary dppendage to & farmerts outflt as they hed
to héndle rough tieber & Brush &het would wear cut o pair of
Fapteleons in & short tims. But rfair ladies let e rlve you &
specimen of your Grand Mothers & Mothers, Four years ago Ky Wife
and I were at 8 reunion of the Bigger Fomily at Murdoekville,
Washington Co. Fa, The orator of the day gave u Hiatory of the
Farily. They came to the farm on whiech we were next 1in 1774.
The rirst yezr thoy plénted some corn & mowed & patch of Flex.
They prepared ror the Weevers then. The questlion was where would
they @2t In waven. The nedrsst Weaver was £k Bead Stone near
Univnicwsn, Feyetts County, Fa. but who vwould go, The good House=
Wife nothing danted or zcered thouwgh the wood ®as full of Indians
& peasts of Prey mounted her Horse & sterted on her journey after
se%%ing her husbond ¢ hearty mesl. Wwhen the time come the wire
d1dn't put in an EBppedrance, The Husband =2imost crezy mounted
his Horse ebout %o'c at wight & sent in seaToh of his Wire. He
roda till he supposed Abtout twelve o'eloek & lost his path, had
to hiteh up his Horse & lie down till rorning. When he arose

in the morning sbout break of day hiz Horse Whinnisd apotier
Horse and was ebout thirty rodz from hime. The ¥Wife had lost
ner path, hitoh up std ley down t111l morning, Readar FOu TMEY
think there was a jJoyful meeting. This no doubt heppened on

he farm on whieh I live &3 the old Eing Fath pesses through 1t.

But Dear young Ladiea don't get searrod st thiz lat me

tell you Enother thet the Historien give us thet that young
Wife hod stoyed ot bher home for teoo deys & nights not 8 white

man within ten niles af her that she knew of, Think of this
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my fair young readsers & perpfapa you will think nore 9O your
Grand Mothers & Mothers.

They had & grest dezl of trouble with the Indians for
many yeires &fter they ceme to the Western part of the State,
Wheo you ment out you did oot Enoew whether you would come in
agnln. Thﬂf had to e&rry thelr guns where ever they went, to
chursh as well a5 to the field & in hervest & sentinol was
placed in a central part of the field and to wateh & 1T daneger
wea seen to give the elerm. 1 besrd my Father zay that on the
Tarm ol the lats Joseph Walloecs that Six of ther ewut Tive screa
of hey from Supper & were oo thelr Horses by sundowo & one
gtood sentinel. Those wers the times that tried menta souls,
The Indiens & them wers on the Tarm often on the same dsy
and not three Hundred roda apart,

There is = Haw Dush an & part of the treck on
the part belonging t9 Joseph Bobb under the ahede of 1t my
Grandroather, Father & Mr, Tolksr aat to apd mede the agree=-
ment for the place one hundred and sizteeo years 6po. How
old 1t w#a when thevy =it under 1t I don't know but it musat
nave péen large enouch o xeep off the reys of the burning sun
#hiila they =et vnder it. It 15 omly 10 inches in diwmeteT now.

Prom it bthey could heve £ better view of the place.

by Fether's Politics

He was o l1ife long Dencoeret with oll his family until
1840 when the writer strayed Trom the [9ld with some eernest

to me Trom the femily. Ly fether voted for every
Fresldent from the formution of the Covernment wp to 1844 when
Joemea K, FPoke waus elected, I never new the resson why &Y
Pather 414 nat vote for Jemes K. unless it wus thi=, W®hen he
WAs B younger mEn he wss subject o toothache. Te had had it
for seversl de&ys apd nights very bed, & pelrhbor ceme in and

told him to get Foake Toot and teke o small slice of 1t




£ ley Letwecn the tooth & the gum end he thought it sould help
him. e did so & Fell aslecp & 1t being reok polscon it made
him deathly sick & he pever could enduTe roke sines & I thiznk
that was the resson ne 4id not vote Jemes K. The mriter's
rfirst vote was cast for andrer Jackson in 1888 & in 3,

Apd pers lat me £lve the resder s plece of unwritien
History as reisted to him by The Hon. Hathenisl Zwiog af
Unicntoen, long & President Judge in washineton & Fayocthe
Counties & relatsd to him by the Hon, John J. Crittenden of
Tepntuoky. It was in 32 shen John C. Celhoun brou bt im his
Hulifieztion =c% in to Congress. Er, Jrittcnden was ﬂElHiﬂE.
along the siret lute on Saturday nisht. There mds & lirht in
Taskszon's offiee & he througnt he would step in =nd see wha i
7ea up 42 the Fresident did pot be so lete In hi: offige on
Spturdey nicont. He s=ys President there tust be sprething of
importence cn hond when you sTe up so Lete oa Sulurday night,
Yes I mm just writins out the Deeth marrant of Joho ¢, Celheoun
& YT, Crittenden s&ys vou ére not soing to hang CLelhoun. BF
the Etarnal God I em gcing to héng him. Mr. Crittenden %ook
wig hat & execused kimzelf for ipteruptins and went to 2r.
Clay's room & weked him wp and told nim what wus up. They bath
went to ealhoun's room weked him up énd told him whut the
Fresident wes doing. Calhoun turned deathly peale a2t this time.
Calpoun & Clay were desdly enemies. =t this time Calhoun
gpoke, He ssys Er. Clay con't you 4o something for me. Cn gne
pandition. What i1z that s2id Calboun? That you use yFoul
influence & wote for the Tariff B1ll not pending in Congress.
Geihoun says I won't do it., Then asys Cley I ean't do
enything for ycu, Calhoun s&2id he would vote for it but would
oot use his influenee. Clay ssys vou must do both or I
cen't do enything for you. =t lsst ne saoid he would & Cloy
E Crittenden went bEek to Jackson's office & got him ot to
heny €= lhnoun,

Tne Centennisl at Robinzon Run on Cotober Bth 10%Q.

The writer héd & Zrest desire to be there & thought I




would be there but God theought oiherwlse & I had to suboit
¢n Mondey befors Lt ezm off. I took & severc poino in iy
left car & for three deys & nizhts and déys I neither =te
nor drapk so I was disappointed rfor sooe ressons I wanted Lo
be there. The Tirst I wanted to see old friends with whom
I had teken sweet eounsel & welked unte the House of God

in company. ancther masz I thought 1t mould bring old
remerbrénces in my #ind. Whensver I used to go there & sit
in theo old puncher seatz & liaten to that dear old 3t. Dr.
J. Hlddle preszeh the Goapel al the Croee of CGod,

<=0d last but rob lesst I kper thoet thut day ane
flundred yeurs before My Fother & Ky Nother wmes Shere helping
to organize thet Chureh 84 hed I been there thet day I
would have beg: there we theiT representative one Hundred
years lter &n occocurange that don't ofter gecur. 2Bui where
gre they now, aAsk thet old Greve Yerd wnd 1t will tell
rou thet 1% Holds them & TiTteen of thelr decendents in
1ts ecld wobruce,
s wnd here I must turn &side for 6 conspt ens ZAY &

Taw words in respect of my old friend & Postor Rev., John
flddle, D.D, He Bzptized me & I s2t under his misistry fer
aoout L6 vesrs. He was & noble con, I heve been eebed
that kind of 8 prescher he wis, I 2lways answered first rote

I have neerd core pleasing speckers oyt il you TLnted £
man thet eculd dive to the bottom of the stresm # brins vou
up the lowest pesble. Then you wuntad Dr. Riddle, He vas
the greatest reasocner I ever hewrd he wes fond of & contrae
verted point. EHe would take up his oppenent side of tie
questien ¢ would discuss 1t with =11 the Tiirness & foree
his opponent eculd possibly de. In faect yvou nould sey to
yourselr Dr, ~in't you gettin- over to the other side or
in e frase he cut very eclese to the wind & when he
g9t through he tould teke up Piz ¢un side and he would slesh
his owh &rgunent 211 to pieces. Then vou would he reedy to
sy ¥hy ecculdn't I see that. He wes Lhe grectest debutep

in the ssspeiated Beoformed Church or any other Chureh.
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Hia oldesk daurhter rirst wife of Lr. William Zavege told
fne there once Ur. Bleclk ceme by thelr house, He had becn
preuching up in this side. Ferhaps at by CGrandfethers as
him & =1} his Temily were covensters & Her Father invited
him to light of his Horse end Test himself A while. It wes
in harvest her Father hed to watch the bern o Heep the
beasts out. She s61d the $woe ley down on B plle of siraw
& thought they argusd the hall of the time ther were In The
bormn. I &sked her whlech beot € she =aid zhe did neot kuow
thet bt there Te2 o carpenter fixing up things 1n the bern
& he =nid that Dr. Blaer went away wlth =ény 2 secar. 1t
waus ocnee by & meombes thet Dr. Riddle was the only mindster
thet he ever s&ew throw off his cost to fight the Devil.
I don't xuow whether he throwsd i off to Tight but I know
he would throew it off to Tlght & men. Let me tell you a
1ittle anecdote that +will convipge you that he would., Ip
early doys the strears would dry uy & unless the fammers
wus provident to howve sridn ground. to bridze them owver
drauth they hd to o che thoe Torse wills for bhere wos not
i strewm (&ppercontly mesnt stesm) mill in United 3States
st that time nor for meoy yoers alfter. The flrst strean
mill thab wAs sver erepted ‘n Vestern Ponnarlvania wus owilt
by Cadwalledar cvens wpont the wesr 1017 or thers sbhouts
so bhey hed to zo to Herse Mills. Thero vwes tvo of them
in this gection one sbout tre miles =ouwth ol Venlee The
abher «f wlhiet 1s pow esnlled MNerth Sier. It weae on o farm
now owned by Jemes doneldson Lsg. It wes ealled Linke's
ki111. The feriers in thils side went to Linke's 11111, ODr,
riddls Deingr o fammer 45 well as & PPegcher h 4 %o =o te the
Horsze mill as well as nis lesbsra. =t Linka the Horses !izpt

the turn., If I wus= there first 10 the morning I hitehed
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in oy Horses & ground my grist, If you come next you had
to hiteh in your Horses or scme one would hited in his &
take your turn. £t the time of whieh I speak Dr, Hiddlc wes
the seeond map at the Mill & & few minutes after a Iriend

from




